
 
August   16,   2020  

 
Dear   CVSU   Families:  
 
Here   is   a   new   installment   of   questions   and   answers   based   on   what   I  
know   at   this   moment   in   time.    I   hope   you   find   them   helpful.    I   will   be  
putting   out   more   specific   information   about   the   CVSU   Academy   by   the  
end   of   the   week   so   that   you   will   have   the   details   you   need   to   make   an   informed   decision   for  
your   students.    I   will   also   be   sharing   the   specific   safety   protocols   we   are   putting   in   place   to  
support   a   safe   opening   of   CVSU   schools.  
 
Sincerely,  
Susette   Bollard  
Superintendent  
 

1. With   the   proposed.   4   1/2   day   schedule   is   it   ok   to   keep   my   1st   grader   home   on   Wednesday   for   the  
day   and   do   online   work   that   day   instead   of   in   person   at   school?   Do   we   have   the   option   for   remote  
learning   on   Wednesday’s   instead   of   attending   in   person   instruction   for   the   half   day?     There   is   not  
currently   an   online   option   for   Wednesday   morning   for   students   in   grades   Kindergarten   through   grade   5.  
Missing   every   Wednesday   morning   would   be   the   same   as   missing   a   half   day   of   instruction   every   week.  

2. If   a   child   or   staff   with   whom   my   child   interacts   within   their   classroom   is   suspected   to   have  
COVID-19   will   I   be   notified?   Or   will   I   only   be   notified   if   one   of   these   individuals   has   a   positive   test?  
Or   will   we   be   told   at   all?   I   am   concerned   about   the   gap   between   testing   and   results   especially   as  
cold   and   flu   season   brings   illnesses   that   may   be   harder   to   distinguish   from   Covid.     Any   child   or  
staff   member   that   presents   with   any   symptoms   of   COVID-19   will   be   sent   home   immediately.    We   will   work  
in   conjunction   with   parents,   staff   and   medical   providers   to   determine   the   safest   action   to   take.   If   a   student  
or   staff   member   tests   positive   for   COVID-19,   staff   and   parents   of   students   who   have   been   identified   as   a  
close   contact   will   be   notified   and   required   to   quarantine.    I   will   consult   with   the   VT   Department   of   Health  
to   determine   whether   a   portion   of   a   school   or   the   entire   school   should   be   closed   for   a   period   of   time.  

3. When   will   a   child   with   some   Covid-like   symptoms   be   required   to   take   a   test?   If   a   child   has   a   fever  
will   they   be   required   to   have   a   Covid   test   before   returning   to   school?     Please   see   question   #2  

4. What   will   happen   if   young   children   refuse   to   wear   masks   for   the   whole   day?   Will   it   be   dealt   with   as  
a   disciplinary   issue?   Is   there   a   plan   in   place   for   these   refusals   so   that   it   doesn’t   create   toxic   stress  
in   the   classroom   and/or   trauma   for   the   child   who   struggles   with   the   mask?   What   about   teachers  
and   staff   who   fail   to   adhere   to   mask   guidelines?    All   staff   and   students   are   required   to   wear   facial  
coverings   while   in   the   building,   as   well   as   outside   where   physical   distancing   cannot   be   maintained.    This   will  
be   approached   with   teachers   as   any   other   professional   obligation   would   be.    If   a   student   refuses   to   wear   a  
cloth   facial   covering,   we   will   approach   the   challenge   using   our   Multi   Tiered   System   of   Supports   and   develop  
a   support   plan   for   student   cooperation   and   success.    

5. For   those   students   without   internet   access   at   home,   what   will   happen   when   the   school   has   to   shut  
down   and   switch   to   virtual   learning?     If   the   school   has   to   close   for   in-person   instruction,   we   will   work  
closely   with   families   without   internet   access   to   provide   a   robust   alternative.  

6. With   school   pushed   back   to   9/8,   will   PreK   start   at   the   same   time   or   be   pushed   back   a   week?     The  
first   day   of   PreSchool   will   be   September   8th.  

7. When   do   you   expect   the   updated   school   calendar   to   be   published?     I   expect   the   new   school  
calendar   to   be   republished   later   this   week   and   perhaps,   again   in   September.   



8. Are   there   going   to   be   “regular”   hot   lunch   and   breakfast   options?   The   lunches   offered   in   the  
spring   were   mainly   sandwiches   and   the   same   things   each   week.     I   don’t   know   the   details   around  
breakfast   and   lunch   options   at   this   time.    I   do   know,   however,   that   the   cafeterias   will   be   closed   and  
students   will   eat   in   their   classrooms.  

9. Rumor   has   it   that   gaiters   are   being   given   to   staff   and   students   to   ensure   that   all   folks   have   a  
mask.   Has   your   team   considered   the   research   around   the   safety   and   effectiveness   of   each   style   of  
mask?     Cloth     facial   coverings   are   recommended   as   a   simple   barrier   to   help   prevent   respiratory   droplets  
from   traveling   into   the   air   and   onto   other   people   when   the   person   wearing   the   cloth   facial   covering  
coughs,   sneezes,   talks,   or   raises   their   voice.    They   are   worn   to   prevent   the   wearer   from   spreading   the  
virus   to   others.    We   have   ordered   gaiters   for   students   and   staff   to   use   at   school   if   they   choose.    A   student  
or   staff   member   is   welcome   to   use   a   cloth   facial   covering   from   home   if   it   fits   snugly   against   the   sides   of  
the   face   and   covers   the   nose,   mouth   and   chin.    We   ordered   gaiters   for   staff   and   student   use   because   of  
their   ease   of   use   and   to   eliminate   the   option   of   taking   it   off   to   eat   or   drink   and   then   leaving   it   behind.    As  
the   medical   field   learns   more   and   more   about   the   virus,   recommendations   change.   There   have   been  
different   studies   regarding   gaiters   recently,   but   we   have   seen   nothing   from   the   sources   we   depend   on  
(CDC,   VTDOH,   AAP   -   American   Academy   of   Pediatrics)   that   suggest   wearing   gaiters   is   ineffective   or  
contributes   to   spreading   the   virus.    That   said,   the   school   will   work   with   any   staff   or   student   who   does   not  
feel   comfortable   wearing   the   school   gaiter   and   does   not   have   the   means   to   purchase   what   they   need   to  
feel   safe.  

10. When   will   we   learn   more   about   the   curriculum   and   schedule   for   the   CVSU   Academy?    Is   the  
remote   learning   going   to   consist   of   actual   teaching   or   haphazardly   sending   a   link   for   the   student  
to   play   games?   Will   there   be   actual   assignments   from   ALL   teachers   not   just   a   few?    How   will   the  
“success“   of   remote   learning   be   decided?   School   staff   or   community   members,   parents   and  
staff?     We   will   be   publishing   more   specific   information   regarding   the   CVSU   Academy   option   by   the   end   of  
this   week.  

11. Are   the   HVAC   systems   in   the   school   being   updated?    No,   but   we   are   confident   in   the   performance   of  
the   systems   we   currently   have   in   place.    I   have   asked   the   Director   of   Finance   and   Facilities   to     publish   a  
summary   of   the   HVAC   systems   in   each   building   which   we   will   make   available.  

 
 
 
 

 
 


